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The Lord’s Commission

The Lord’s Last Commission to His Disciples is recorded in the five historical books in the New Testament with each one focusing on a particular aspect of the Commission, viz.

· Matthew 28:19, 20 focuses on the Commitment in the Commission:

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. (NIV)
The Church is Committed to go and make disciples. It demands a Going out to bring in and a Discipling of those brought in that they may Grow up in the Lord, learning, obeying and observing all things whatsoever He has commanded.
Over the years, some local churches have given a slight twist to this commission and substitute the Go with a Come. Instead of Going out to the unbelievers, they wait for them to come through the portals of the churches to listen to the Gospel.  Thus often budding Gospel preachers proclaim the good news just to Christian pews in Sunday evening Gospel meetings!
Another possible scenario may be a better one and perhaps what many churches opt for now – that of inviting unbelievers to the many activities of the church to give them the opportunity to listen to the Gospel. Certainly a praise-worthy effort and endeavour. However, such activity-orientated churches may see internal growth  but scarcely any expansion outward which results in the planting of new churches elsewhere. They have a long history of assembly testimony with few (or even perhaps barely any) assembly “babies” to show.
The commitment to make disciples of all nations is the Lord’s uncompromising command to go outside the local church environment. This commitment embraces 

· a vibrant vision: “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” (Pro. 29:18) Therefore churches need to “Lift  up (your) eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest” (Jn. 4:35); 

· a praying passion: “The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest” (Lk. 10:2);
· a dedicated direction and a mission motivation: a church Given to Going out, to Support Missions and/or to Send out Missionaries for the Purpose of making disciples and Planting new churches.
· Mark 16:15 focuses on the Coverage of the Commission:

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

The world embraces all nations (Lk. 24:47), the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8) and all creation (Mk. 16:15, NIV). 

This is a condition for Christ’s Return to the world to establish His kingdom: “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” (Matt. 24:14) The possibility and the opportunity of this coming true in our time can never be more true than now. The available communication technology, the global strategies in place, the linguistic difficulties which can now be overcome, the geographical distances contracted to an achievable span - all give rise to the high possibility of this eschatological prophecy being fulfilled in our generation. Christ’s Commission to the Church to go into all the world is made more urgent now.

· Luke 24:47 emphasises the Content of the message in the Commission:

And that Repentance and Remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations.
In seeking to win precious souls for Christ, many keen Gospel preachers and witnesses have diluted the message of the Gospel to the proclamation of God’s Love without relating it to His Holiness. Such “half Gospel” is no Gospel. It is a delusion and results in believing a lie. (II Thes. 2:11) 

Three elements of the Gospel are clearly spelled out in this Commission, viz.

· Repentance – 
the Declaration of a need to Depart from sin to serve the holy, living and true God. Remission – 
the Proclamation of a Pardon from the principle of sin; a forgiveness from the penalty of sin; 


and a deliverance from the practice of sin.

· Relationship – 
the Revelation of a new Relationship with God and with the Lord “in His Name”

· (Jn. 14:13)  
Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in 

the Son.

· (Jn 14:14)  
If ye shall ask any thing in My name, I will do it.

· (Jn 15:16, 23)
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name, he will give it you.

· John 20:21 focuses on the Commissioner of the commission:

As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.
The question of sending was first brought up by Yahweh on behalf of the Divine Trinity:


Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? (Isa. 6:8)

The Father set the example and sent His Son to be the Propitiation for our sins. 


He loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. (I Jn. 4:10)
The Father and the Son then sent the Spirit to be our Counsellor and Comforter (Paraclete).

The Comforter…is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name. (Jn. 14:26)


The Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth. (15:26) 

Then the Spirit called those He appointed and sent them out of the local church to obey the Commission:

They, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia…(Acts 13:4)
And those whom the Spirit called to obey the Commission, the Church sent (released) them.


When they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. (Acts 13:3)
Today, God still Communicates His Will; the Lord still Commissions, the Spirit still Calls and Sends forth. 

The Church needs to Commit to be Responsible and to Release all He Calls that they may go.

· Acts 1:8 focuses on the powerful Companionship accompanying the Commission:

Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

The Lord’s Commission comes to us with the assurance of His Empowerment and Equipment.

His Holy Spirit will ensure that His Power to Perform is with those who obey.

The Lord Himself also promises His Personal Presence to all who obey Him.

Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. (Mt. 28:20)


How does the Church in Malaysia measure up with the Components of the Commission?

1.
Is the church Committed to the Going aspect of the Commission to make disciples of all nations?

2.
Has the Church Covered the Community as her first step to reach out to the nations of the world with 
the Gospel of Christ? The Community is the Church’s Jerusalem.
3.
Is the church faithful to the Content of the Gospel to preach Repentance and Remission of sins in His 
Name or has she softened the tone of judgment to that of love without repentance?

4.
How many in the church have been obedient to say, “Here am I; send me”? 

5.
Has the church witnessed the Spirit’s promised power in saving souls lately? How many souls have 
been added to the church the last year and this year?


Contrast: And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. Acts. 2:47


Finally not only is the Church required to be committed to the Great Commission but each 
Christian believer is as well: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me – Acts 1:8  

To test the Church’s Obedience to the Great Commission of Christ, 
perhaps one pertinent question remains to be asked and answered:

Since the birth of the local church, how many new churches have been planted elsewhere as the result
of its members going out to sow the seed and the seed bearing fruit with a new place of testimony? 
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